CARNATIC SWARAS AND THE CORRESPONDING WESTERN NOTES

WESTERN NOTES CARNATIC SWARAS
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Preliminary Terms

arOhana: Upward movements of swaras. Example: sr g
mpdns.

avarOhana: Downward movements of swaras. arOhana
and avarOhana together form the basic
configuration of the raga. Example:sndpmgrs

Poorvangam
the first four swaras Sa-Ri-Ga-Ma

Uttarangam
Pa-Da-Ni-S (or the higher end swaras)




sampUrna rAgas: rAgas featuring all seven notes or
swaras are called sampUrna rAgas.

Features of melakartha ragas

mElakartA rAgas (janaka rAgas): mElakartA rAgas or
janaka are those rAgas which feature all the seven swaras
(same as sampUrna rAgas)

Other features

Krama Sampurna: Notes are played in scalar order

The descent is a mirror image of the ascent

The upper(tara Sthayi) shadjam is included in the raga
scale



The Swara symbols and the corresponding Swara
names are :

Sa : Shadjamam

R1: Suddha Rishabham (Ra) R2: Chatusruti
Rishabham (Ri) R3: Shatsruti Rishabham (Ru)
G1l: Suddha Gandharam (ga) G2 : Sadharana
Gandharam (gi) G3 : Antara Gandharam (gu)
M1: Suddha Madhyamam (ma)M2 : Prati
Madhyamam (mi)

P . Panchamam

D1: Suddha Daivatam (da) D2 : Chatusruti
Daivatam (di) D3 : Shatsruti Daivatam (du)
N1: Suddha Nishadam (na) N2 : Kaisiki
Nishadam (ni) N3 : Kakali Nishadam (nu)



Ri2=Ga1 Ri3=Ga2
Da2=Ni1 Da3=Ni2

This can be illustrated better with the help of the following diagram.
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TABLE 1

POORVANGAM UTTARANGAM
S R G M P D N S
S R1 G1 M1 P D1 N1 S
S R1 G2 M1 P D1 N2 S
S R1 G3 M1 P D1 N3 S
S R2 G2 M1 P D2 N2 S
S R2 G3 M1 P D2 N3 S
S R3 G3 M1 P D3 N3 S

The first Poorvangam gives rise to 6 combinations of Uttarangams which
constitutes the first chakram . Similarly the 2" Poorvangam, 3" poorvangam and
so on. In this way you end up with 36 combinations of Shuddha Madhyama Ragas
which result in 36/6 = 6 chakras

TABLE 2
POORVANGAM UTTARANGAM
S R G M P D N S
S R1 G1 M2 P D1 N1 S
S R1 G2 M2 P D1 N2 S
S R1 G3 M2 P D1 N3 S
S R2 G2 M2 P D2 N2 S
S R2 G3 M2 P D2 N3 S
S R3 G3 M2 P D3 N3 S

Table 2 is similar to Table 1 except that M1 has been replaced by M2. The same
explanation holds good. This table results in 36 Prati Madhyama Ragas which
results in another 36/6 = 6 chakras

Names of Uttarangam combinations
PD1N1S (Pa)

PD1N2S (Sri)

PD1N3S (Go)

PD2N2S (Bhu)

PD2N3S (Ma)

PD3N3S (Sha)




Suddha Madhyama Ragas

' Melanumber | Mela name | Scale | Chakra

[+ | Kanakangi | SR1GIMIPDINI
7 | Rvaw | SRicimiebiw
3 | Gemun___|sriGimipoing|

Indu

5 | Vawww [smicimirozw
5 | e |smicimiron
6 | trew [smicimrow

7 | seman___ |smiczmipoi
5 | fewmawa | sRiGZmipDIN
Netra

5 [ vhewa | smiczmipoin
0 | ewepe | sRiczmipoN
| odpe | sRiGzmiPDIN
7 | Roopman | sRiGZMIPDINS
5 | comkeprya_ | sRiGImiPDIN
7| Veabnerenam | SRIGIMIP DTN
| eyematavagows | SRIGIMIPDI NS
6 | crelmakam | SRiGIMiPDINZ
7 | sneanem | SRiGImiPDIN
7t | rewemban | SRIGIMIPDINS
5 [ Jvamaradhwan | sReGZmiPDINT
0 [ tewbharavi | smeGzmipDINZ
5 [ Feeman [ smeczmipoin
— 5 [ e | smeGimipDIN
% [ Cewes | smecimipoin
5 [ s |smecimipoin
% | Ferembhor | sreGimipozNz]
5 [Dhcerasankarabharanam | SR2G3 M1 PDZN3
5| Ganeeyabhoosan | SR GIMIP DTG
5 | vasheowan | SR GImiPDINZ
% [ som |smcmroin
% [ oeeen | smGmirDin




Prati Madhyama Ragas

. Melanumber | Mela name Scale | Chakra

3 | alasam | SRIGTMZPDIN |
% | emwem [ sricimroi |
% | e[ sRicTmroin |
% | Nevanceum | sricimaroniz |
| e [sricimronn |
% | Feswera | sricimeroin |
5| Govambhoan | SRiGZMFOINT |
@ | wee | sriczmroi |
% | suhapanwvarat_| SRiGZMZF DTG |
% | Shedvidhamaram_| SRiGzm2r 02Nz |
7 | swemw | sriczmron |
% | oweman | sriczmroin |
[ © | Dhavamban | sRiGIm2rOINT |
5% | emeerman | sRic i |
5| ommean | sricimroin |
5 | s |sRicimroni |
5 | Gemeneema [ SRiGI Moz |
5 | Vewmba | SRiGimroi |
5| Shmukeprva [ srzczmzroiiz |
57 [Smhendramadnyamam| SR2GZM2P 01N |
5% | Femman [smcimroow |
5% | oremwan [ smczmron |
60 [ e [smczmeroim |
| Rehbhere | sre G mroi |
6 | ew  [smomroin|
e | Veww [ smocimron |
6| echaben [ smcimronw |
% | chwamban | srecimaroi |
6| otswaroonm | smaci i |
& | o[ smcimroi |
70| Waskabhooshant | sRaG3 mar o2 |

'\

|

71 | Kowm __[smicimpiin
. | Rasikapriya | SR3G3M2PD3N3




